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women of reproductive age 15-49 year. This proportion was found to be high in teenage pregnant women living in
non-municipal area, non-educated and lowest socioeconomic. Regarding the effects on neonatal outcomes, newborn
babies with low birthweight were mostly found in teen mom group compared to the other age. Interestingly, the rate

of breast feeding of at least 6 months was the lowest in the group of 15-17 years old mothers.

Keywords: Teenage pregnancy, Exclusive breastfeeding, Low birthweight child, The Reproductive Health Survey 2006

and 2009, Thailand
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(Table 1)

Table 1 General characteristics of reproductive age women, 2006 and 2000

2549 2552
(n=56,658) (n=29,311)

Age (years)
15-17 8.9 8.6
18-19 4.9 5.1
20-24 14.0 13.6
25-49 72.2 72.7
Area-region
Bangkok 12.3 11.5
Urban central 8.8 8.3
Urban north 35 3.7
Urban northeast 4.9 5.4
Urban south 3.2 3.5
Rural central 16.8 16.2
Rural north 13.8 13.9
Rural northeast 26.7 27.4
Rural south 10.0 10.1
Education level
No education 18.5 11.9
Primary education 30.6 321
Secondary education 34.6 39.9
Higher education 15.9 15.9
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Table 2 Thailand’s teenage pregnancy rate
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unfgalailIsuineuiuiassg uzdus (Table 2)

2549 2552
Overall 221 23.0
Area-region
Bangkok 10.2 14.7
Urban central 13.7 15.6
Urban north 15.5 15.2
Urban northeast 18.7 20.7
Urban south 13.5 15.1
Rural central 20.4 19.7
Rural north 285 275
Rural northeast 28.9 30.5
Rural south 26.1 243
Education level
No education 34.4 36.3
Primary education 32.7 33.7
Secondary education 15.4 18.7
Higher education 1.7 2.6
Wealth index
Quintile 1 (poorest) N/A 29.7
Quintile 2 N/A 27.6
Quintile 3 N/A 26.8
Quintile 4 N/A 21.7
Quintile 5 (richest) N/A 10.9
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Table 3 Low birth weight and exclusive breast feeding during the six months period.

Low birth weight Exclusive breast feeding
15-17 18-19 20-24 25-49 15-17 18-19 20-24 25-49

2006 | 2009 | 2006 | 2009 | 2006 | 2009 | 2006 | 2009 | 2006 | 2009 | 2006 | 2009 | 2006 | 2009 | 2006 | 2009
Overall 11.9 20.9 23 26.2 6.0 10.2 7.9 11.5 36.8 0.0 21.3 28.0 24.3 21.6 25.4 11.0
Area-region
Bangkok 31.3 0.0 0.0 45.2 19.5 31.6 121 6.6 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 271.7 0.0 33.9 2.0
Urban central 0.0 16.3 0.0 255 29 18.3 3.4 8.7 11.3 0.0 0.0 43.8 131 10.5 134 6.4
Urban north 40.4 0.0 12.8 19.0 0.0 26 6.3 17.9 49.8 0.0 0.0 0.0 37.3 7.8 28.6 13.2
Urban northeast 0.0 0.0 12.9 54.0 0.0 221 3.9 18.6 29.0 0.0 16.4 0.0 42.4 453 24.6 274
Urban south 0.0 8.7 0.0 47.0 0.8 25.0 5.9 15.1 27.4 0.0 16.4 0.0 18.6 5.3 30.7 12.7
Rural central 0.0 34.8 6.7 43.7 6.3 14.4 8.7 19.3 0.0 0.0 9.8 0.0 11.2 4.1 19.2 6.5
Rural north 15.0 225 0.0 12.2 0.0 6.2 8.8 13.8 7.7 0.0 0.0 0.0 19.9 18.6 32.6 5.1
Rural northeast 10.6 38.7 0.0 14.6 6.2 6.4 8.1 6.7 451 0.0 59.6 56.5 246 31.6 26.7 17.3
Rural south 20.4 0.0 0.0 213 131 94 8.5 10.1 43.3 0.0 24.9 13.1 40.1 16.6 22.9 6.7
Education level
No education N/A N/A N/A N/A 5.8 2.9 1.7 15.0 100.0 0.0 0.0 79.6 26.9 0.0 225 1.5
Primary education 7.4 23.9 0.6 28.7 7.8 10.9 71 11.5 48.5 0.0 229 0.0 411 29.8 23.7 9.5
Secondary education | 15.2 17.2 29 271 5.8 8.7 9.0 10.9 26.7 0.0 216 29.8 18.0 20.4 25.8 11.6
Higher education N/A N/A N/A N/A 3.7 29.9 6.1 11.6 N/A N/A N/A N/A 36.5 18.1 29.5 12.7
Wealth index
Quintile 1 (poorest) N/A 22.5 N/A 211 N/A 14.2 N/A 13.9 N/A 0.0 N/A 248 N/A 34.0 N/A 7.9
Quintile 2 N/A 23.5 N/A 33.8 N/A 7.3 N/A 9.7 N/A 0.0 N/A 23.5 N/A 44.6 N/A 14.7
Quintile 3 N/A 37.0 N/A 28.1 N/A 9.6 N/A 1.7 N/A 0.0 N/A 34.6 N/A 1.6 N/A 8.4
Quintile 4 N/A 6.7 N/A 19.2 N/A 5.9 N/A 11.2 N/A 0.0 N/A 0.0 N/A 26.5 N/A 16.5
Quintile 5 (richest) N/A 1.5 N/A 0.0 N/A 17.8 N/A 1.7 N/A 0.0 N/A 63.3 N/A 4.5 N/A 71
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