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Abstract

Eosinophilic meningitis is a persistant public health problem. The disease is caused by the Angiostrongylus cantonensis
infection which has spread in Southeast Asia and the Pacific Islands including northeastern Thailand. There were 4
infected patients in Pramongkutklao hospital. Nearly all infected patients had eaten raw or undercooked intermediate
hosts and paratenic hosts such as raw snails and shrimps, or contaminated vegetables and water that contain the
infective 3" stage larvae and then develop to young adults in the central nervous system resulting in white blood cells
accumulation. The infected patients suffer headaches, fever, vomiting, blurred vision, diarrhea and muscle pain etc.
If the serious infection leads to chronic disease, the patient will did. In the present, there is no specific medicine, but
symptomatic treatments to alleviate the symptoms. Therefore, public awareness fo the risks of eating raw or under-

cooked intermediate hosts or paratenic hosts is essential for prevention and control of Eosinophilic meningitis.
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Figure 1 Distribution of Eosinophilic meningitis outbreaks worldwide.""
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Figure 3 The 3rd larva of A. cantonensis *°
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Figure 4 Life cycle of A. cantonensis "
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Figure 5  Clinical symptoms and signs of human angiostrongyliasis with eosinophilic meningitis Data are summarised

from references reported in Thailand, Taiwan, mainland China, and the USA®
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