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Parents’ Attitudes Toward their Adolescent Child having Friends of the Opposite Sex
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Abstract
This research survey aimed to explore parents’ attitudes toward their adolescent children having friends of the
opposite sex. A total of 190 parents (both mother and father), who had an adolescent child aged 13-19 years old,
were selected by the stratified random sampling technique. Data were collected through a questionnaire. The
questionnaire consisted of 2 parts: (1) personal data and (2) parents’ attitudes toward their adolescent children having
friends of the opposite sex. The second part comprised two aspects: (1) associating with a friend of the opposite sex
as a lover, and (2) hanging out with a friend of the opposite sex. The Content Validity Index was 0.86 and the Alpha
Cronbach’s Coefficient Reliability was 0.72. The data were analyzed by descriptive statistics and Mann-Whitney U-test.
The results revealed that the majority of the sample group were female (60%) aged between 41-60 years old
(50.5%). The age average of the samples was 44.4 (SD = 0.57). Most of them had an income between 5,001-10,000
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Baht per month (49.5%). Some graduated from primary school (36.8%), married (79.5%), Many of them earned a
living from agricultural work (68.9%). The attitudes of the parents toward their adolescent children having friends of
the opposite sex in the aspect “associating with a friend of the opposite sex as a lover” was at the good level (x= 3.16,
SD = 0.90), and their attitudes to the aspect “hanging out with a friend of the opposite sex” was at the moderate
level (x= 2.85, SD = 0.91). When taking the gender of the parents into consideration, it was found that there was no
significant difference in their attitudes toward their adolescent children having friends of the opposite sex, at the 0.05
level.

Moreover, the parents’ attitudes involving cautioning their children against and explaining to them negative
consequences of hanging out at night with a friend of the opposite sex and listening to the children’ reason why they
did that without prior permission, was at the good level. This indicated that the parents talked to their children with a
reason, so their kids have trust in them, consult with them about sex related problems and have appropriate behavior

with someone of the opposite sex; these are considered as the way to prevent risks associated with sex behavior

problems.

Keywords: Attitude, Parents, Adolescent, Friends of the opposite sex
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Table 1 Descriptive statistics of Personal Data of Sample (n=190)

463

Personal Data n Percentage
Sex
Female (Mother) 114 60
Male (Father) 76 40
Age
< 40 years 86 453
41-60 years 96 50.5
> 61 years 8 4.2
Average ages = 44 .4 years , SD = 0.57
Incomes (Per month) Baht
< 5,000 85 447
5,001 — 10,000 94 49.5
>10,001 11 5.8
Average incomes = 6,188.63 Baht/month, SD = 3.40
Educational level
No study 24 121
Primary school 70 36.8
Secondary school 59 311
Diploma 11 5.8
Bachelor 27 14.2
Marital status
Couple 151 79.5
Widow 16 8.4
Divorce 15 7.9
Did not give information 8 4.2
Occupation
Government employee 21 111
Private employee 24 12.6
Business Owners 11 5.8
Farmers 131 68.9
No job 3 1.6

MumsligRuNauenwe wuiwmjmﬁaamd
1 = Al Qs = Qs U Qs =) l;’
ulnyInaundluszaud nudaainy “azanidousiuag
NALREIINMINAUTINUAN" (X= 3.50, SD = 0.74) 789891

A Tany “"l&i@uuaulﬁgﬂﬁﬂLﬁau@mmﬂmﬁﬂﬁﬁm”

o 4 o
sasannfe “wingnllifisalaslildivayyia arnw

‘mm@;NaLLa:‘Waﬁm%mmﬁamaua” (X=3.43, SD = 0.79)

Noasdua AIuaadl (Table 2)
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Table 2 Average, Standard Deviation of Parents’ attitudes toward their adolescent child having friends of the opposite

sex in part of adolescent could have a romantic friendship of the opposite sex (n=190)

Items Attitude level Interpret of

Mean sD attitude level

1. Associating with a friend of the opposite sex as a lover

1.1 You will blame and not allow them to keep in touch any longer. 2.46 0.91 Moderate
1.2 You will let them keep in touch, but in the sight of adults. 3.29 0.85 Good
1.3 Your child can associate with that person as he/she pleases, and you don’t mind. 2.89 1.06 Moderate
1.4 You neither support nor promote dating while studying. 3.24 0.93 Good
1.5 You give your child freedom to have a friend of the opposite sex. 2.44 1.02 Moderate
1.6 You think that having sex during study is a test of “manliness”. 3.62 0.79 Good
1.7 You view that having sex during study is a common thing. 3.46 0.91 Good
1.8 You allow your child to bring a friend of the opposite sex to stay at your house. 3.51 0.84 Good
1.9 You permit your child to bring a friend of the opposite sex to the house. 3.51 0.78 Good
Overall part 1 3.16 0.90 Good

Table 3 Average, Standard Deviation of Parents’ attitudes toward their adolescent child having friends of the opposite

sex in part of adolescent having friends of the opposite sex as traveling

Items Attitude level Interpret of

Mean sSD attitude level

2. Hanging out with a friend of the opposite sex

2.1 If your child gets home late at night, you will blame or punish him/her and tell him/her 1.89 0.97 Poor

not to do it again.
2.2 You will explain to your child negative consequences of getting home late at night. 3.50 0.74 Good

2.3 With a number of reasons, you don’t permit your child to hang out with a friend of the 2.20 1.01 Moderate

opposite sex.

2.4 If a child has hung out without prior permission, he/she should be blamed or punished 3.05 0.86 Good

so that he/she recognizes this is something they should never do.

2.5 Once a child has hung out without permission, a parent should always ask and listen 3.43 0.79 Good

to his/her reason for doing that.

2.6 A child should not be blamed or punished even though he/she has hung out without 3.02 1.09 Good
permission.
Overall part 2 2.85 0.91 Moderate
NMSLUIPUNIVAMNUANATIVDILNALAL NUTUNANA 1IN UANARARADNITAVLNA AN
NawaRfanITAULNaWAINAZEIRN BT wazasanoiulduandrefiuadriiieiaynaian

32610 0.05 MNezdoaauaadly (Table 4)
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Table 4 Mann-Whitney U-test of between sex and parents’ attitudes toward their adolescent child having friends of

the opposite sex (n =190)

Attitude Sex

Z P-value

Parents’ attitudes Male (Father)

Female (Mother)

-0.73 0.28

*Significant at ce = 0.05

FsduazagUus

mnNamﬁ%’uwuhn@uéﬁazmaimlmy' ﬁmqm’&iuﬂizmm
44 1 (SD = 0.57) %aag’luiu;ﬂmg AN B AAUINT
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